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ESD sets ‘Raising the Bar’ restaurant recovery fund

More than $3 million in grant funding available through financial support led by Diageo North America,
supported by Coastal Pacific Wine & Spirits & implemented by National Development Council

Eligible restaurants can receive
up to $5,000 to assist with COV-
ID-19 safety measures

Empire State Development an-
nounced the more than $3 million
“Raising the Bar” restaurant re-
covery fund to assist restaurants
in New York during the COV-
ID-19 pandemic.

This grant funding has been
made possible through financial
donations led by Diageo North
America and supported by Coast-
al Pacific Wine & Spirits (a divi-
sion of Southern Glazer’s Wine &
Spirits) and will be implemented
by the nonprofit National De-
velopment Council (NDC). The
“Raising the Bar” restaurant re-
covery fund will help eligible res-
taurants adjust their operations to
the impacts of COVID-19 and ad-
herence to New York state’s pub-
lic health and safety measures
during the winter months when
outdoor dining is limited.

Empire State Development Act-
ing Commissioner, and President
and CEO-designate Eric Gertler
said, “The restaurant industry
is a critical component of our
state’s economy — encompassing
hundreds of small businesses
who employ thousands of New
Yorkers. This industry has been
among the hardest hit by the
devastating effects of COVID-19,
working hard to stay open, serve
customers and keep employees
safe. This fund is designed to
help establishments adapt dur-
ing this unprecedented time with
assistance to sustain their busi-
nesses during the winter months
to come.”

“Raising the Bar” grant funding
can be used for COVID-19-related
improvements and equipment
that will allow the business to
comply with social distancing
guidelines, expand take-out/de-

livery operations, or
accommodate out-
door dining such as
Plexiglas barriers/
partitions; signage
promoting  social
distancing and hy-
giene protocols;
and heaters, heat
lamps, weatheriza-
tion upgrades and
insulated delivery
bags - all improve-
ments that will al-
low the business to
continue operating
through the winter
months. In addition,
eateries may opt
for filtration system
upgrades and food
heaters to maintain
temperature for to-
go orders; purchas-
ing PPE and sanita-
tion supplies necessitated by the
pandemic; and COVID-19-related
business improvements such as
patio heaters or contactless tech-
nology.

Qualifying purchases and ex-
penditures must be from Sept.
1, 2020, onwards to be eligible.
The first round of grants is up to
$5,000.

Initial grant funding will be
awarded based on the received
applications and dispersed in-
dependently by NDC, an expe-
rienced national economic non-
profit that has been in operation
since 1969.

“Diageo is committed to sup-
porting restaurant owners, partic-
ularly those in underrepresented
communities, who have been dis-
proportionately harmed by CO-
VID-19,” said Debra Crew, presi-
dent, Diageo North America. “We
are honored to serve as a found-
ing contributor of the ‘Raising the
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Bar’ restaurant recovery fund,
providing much-needed relief to
an important industry that serves
as a vital part of the economic
engine of local communities. We
encourage other organizations
and businesses that also call New
York ‘home’ to join us in this en-
deavor to make the impact of the
program even stronger.”

Wayne E. Chaplin, CEO of
Southern Glazer’s Wine & Spir-
its, said, “The hospitality indus-
try in New York needs help now
more than ever and we are here
for them like they’ve always been
here for us. The ‘Raising the Bar’
restaurant recovery fund pro-
vides an essential lifeline to res-
taurant owners so they can con-
tinue to operate safely, and stay
afloat during this critical time. We
are proud that our Coastal Pacific
Wine & Spirits division is work-
ing with the state of New York,
our valued supplier, Diageo, and

NEWS

the NDC to provide this much-
needed and urgent financial sup-
port.”

Dan Marsh, president of Nation-
al Development Council, said, “At
NDC, we are eager to get moving
on this restaurant grant program.
Having worked on numerous loan
and grant programs in New York
and across the country, what we
have seen is that smaller restau-
rants — especially minority and
woman-owned  establishments
and those in hard-hit neighbor-
hoods — are not getting the help
they really need. A tailored grant
program specific to this industry
is critical.”

Eligible businesses consist of
New York restaurants that have
no more than $3 million in 2019
revenue and are engaged in pro-
viding food services and meals
prepared on-premises to patrons
who traditionally order and are
served while seated, including

Driver’s license expiration

extended again

Niagara County Clerk Joseph
A. Jastrzemski on Tuesday said
Gov. Andrew Cuomo has issued
executive order 202.87, which
extends the expiration dates on
licenses and permits that expired
after March 1, 2020, to Jan. 29,
2021. In addition, the executive
order also continues to require all
in-person transactions at DMVs
be done by appointment only.

“While the governor has once
again extended the expiration
dates, I would encourage people
to make an appointment to re-
new their licenses now that we
have significantly reduced our
backlog,” said Jastrzemski. “At
this time, the governor is still
not allowing walk-ins, but there
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Broyhill « Stanley ¢+ Pulaski
La-Z-Boy * Lea * Riverside

FREE DELIVERY
4419 Military Road, Niagara Falls

are many appointment slots avail-
able.”

Jastrzemski said people can
make an appointments at www.ni-
agaracounty.com/departments/
Motor-Vehicles-Department.

Fatima Shrine Festival
of Lights postponed

Our Lady of Fatima Shrine has
postponed its annual Festival of
Lights benefit and basket auction,
which was scheduled for this Sat-
urday, due to ongoing concerns
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DICAMILLO
BAKERY

All Stores Open 7 Days
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1/2 tray E
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» Mozzarella Cheese
* Romano Cheese ,i
* Pepperoni :
* Mushroom :

+ Broccoli .

or discount. Expires January 31, 2021. !

NIAGARA FALLS

811 Linwood Avenue
Daily 7am-7pm « 282-2341

Daily 9am-5pm « 284-8131

7927 Niagara Falls Blvd.
Daily 7am-7pm « 236-0111

_______________________________________________________________

Dessert Cakes
$150 off

All 7 Cakes

Coupons may not be combined with any other offer or discount. Expires January 31, 2021..

. full tray | Fresh Dough |

regarding the coronavirus.

Tickets will be honored at the
new date, which is yet to be an-
nounced. Ticketholders also can
receive a full refund.

The Barnabite Fathers-directed
basilica is located at 1023 Swann
Road, off Route 18 East in Lewis-
ton.

Lewiston Dems

seek candidates

The Lewiston Democratic Com-
mittee is looking for individuals

LEWISTON
535 Center Street

1700 Pine Avenue
5329 Main Street

7" Round * Gold * Chocolate
Banana 1/2 & 1/2 + German
Chocolate + Black Forest

) Donuts

Perfect for maklng
pizza, bread or rolls

50¢0ﬁ‘ -

one pound package

Daily 8am-7pm « 754-2218
WILLIAMSVILLE
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Daily 7am-7pm - 635-6504 :
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‘ $150 off ESW
ADozen

Old fashioned, large donuts,
made fresh daily

————
ICoupons may not be combined with any other offer I Coupons may not be combined with any other offer ! Coupons may not be combined with any other
or discount. Expires January 31, 2021 1

interested in running for elected
office in Lewiston. In 2021, elec-
tions will be held for the offices
of town supervisor and two seats
on the Town Board. There also
are two Niagara County Legisla-
ture seats open this year for areas
which include Lewiston.

Anyone interested in any of
these offices should send a letter
of interest to the Lewiston Demo-
cratic Committee, PO Box 155,
Lewiston, NY 14092, as soon as
possible.

LOOK FOR OUR NEXT AD
WEEK OF JANUARY 18TH

: Large Homestyle:
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Eight Varieties
+ Oatmeal Raisin !
+ Chocolate Chip !
* Peanut Butter !
* Sugar I
« Chinese Chocolate !
¢ Chocolate Walnut !
* Snickerdoodle !
* Molasses !

Coupons may not be combined with any other offer '
or discount. Expires January 31, 2021. '

-

' Scaletta
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Italian Bread:
Regular Loaf - 50¢ Off,

Douhle Loaf - 75¢ Off | !
Hand rolled, hand

formed, split &!
slowly hearth baked:
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certain  on-premises
food and drinking es-
tablishments licensed
through the State Li-
quor Authority (SLA)
and which need fund-
ing to adjust to COV-
ID-19-related impacts
and protocols.

Establishments
providing takeout or
grab-and-go food ser-
vices due to COVID-19
restrictions are also
eligible to receive the
grant from NDC. Ad-
ditionally, these estab-
lishments must have
been in operation on or
before March 1, 2019,
and certify and demon-
strate they have expe-
rienced financial hard-
ship due to COVID-19.

All businesses must
continue to comply with the “New
York Forward” reopening guid-
ance and cluster action initiative
guidance, as applicable.

Restaurants can apply to the
“Raising the Bar” restaurant re-
covery fund starting Monday,
Jan. 11. For more information,
visit the ESD website at https://
esd.ny.gov/raising-bar-restau-
rant-recovery-fund. Applications
will begin to be accepted on Jan.
11.

Presented by
Dr. Glenda R.

Rose
Chiropractor

Do you feel lousy?
Improve your health in 2021

Millions of Americans are suffering
everyday. Drug companies spend
hundreds of millions of dollars per year in
advertising trying to convince us to treat
our symptoms with medication. Most
people find the older they get, things
start to break down. Perhaps they gain
weight or have high cholesterol levels
for the first time in their life. Migraines,
fatigue, digestive problems, insomnia
or aches and pains seem to be common
complaints.

They feel as if they are aging quickly.
Can anything be done to help these health
problems early, before they become
chronic diseases? YES!

The body has a great ability to heal
when given the chance to do so. Many
times all the body needs to make healthy
cells and to build its health is the right
ingredients...the genuine replacement
parts nature intended. Our Designed
Clinical Nutrition programs developed
from a Nutrition Response Testingsm
analysis uses whole foods and whole food
concentrates to clinical potencies to help
you reach that optimum goal...the best
health possible.

Cleansing and detoxification programs
are also available. Weight loss occurs
naturally as the toxins are removed and
organ function is improved, resulting in
better health and energy.

An individualized nutritional
program improves body function,
strengthens tissues and has proven
to help chiropractic adjustments
hold longer. YOU can feel better
and get your body in good working
order in 2021!! Call 754-9039. Rose
Chiropractic, P.C is located at 435
Ridge St. in Lewiston.
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